Big Questions: What is a Good Life?
How are followers guided to lead a
good life?
Christianity






Islam






Humanism

How do followers interpret these
guides?

Jesus gave The Sermon on the Mount



the ‘Golden Rule’ (Mark 12:30-31) – ‘love
God and love your neighbour as yourself’



Christian charities e.g. Christian Aid and The
Salvation Army

Parables guide people on how to act e.g.
the Good Samaritan



Try to make everyday decisions based on the
expectations for a good Christian life

Hadith (Muhammed’s sayings) e.g. “None
of you truly believes unless he loves for
his brother what he loves for himself”
Sunnah (Muhammed modelled how to live
a good life) e.g. The Story of The Prophet
and the Ants and The Crying Camel

Christian groups interpret the Bible in
different ways

trust scientific method



reject the idea of the supernatural.



believe that there is no afterlife and
humans have no overarching purpose
in the universe

Good can mean
different things
to different
people

Religious and
non-religious
worldviews offer
guidance on how
to lead a Good
Life

Conscience

giving 2.5% of wealth to charity each year



Muslim charities, e.g. the National Zakat
Foundation and the Red Crescent

Empathy



Following Shariah – the right path for a
Muslim

Hypothesis

Morally right / Ethical


make ethical decisions on basis of reason,
empathy and a concern for human beings
and sentient animals.



work for good causes with others of all
faiths and none.



donate time or money to charities that do
not discriminate on grounds of religion (or
non-religion) or promote one particular
worldview.

We can start
to define good
by thinking
about what is
bad (via
negativa)

Key Vocabulary



Zakat (Charity) is one of the Five Pillars


A good
life

Scientific method

Sentient
Supernatural

Via negativa

The sense of right and wrong
that governs a person's
thoughts and actions.
The ability to share another
person's feelings and emotions
as if they were your own.
An idea which is suggested as
a possible explanation for a
particular situation
Something that is believed by
most people to be good and
right.
A method of investigation in
which a problem is first
identified and observations,
experiments, or other relevant
data are then used to
construct or test hypotheses
Capable of perception and
feeling
Things that cannot be
explained by science, such as
ghosts.
sometimes we can find out
what something is by knowing
what it is not.
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Christian Aid = https://www.christianaid.org.uk/
Salvation Army = https://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/
NZF = https://www.nzf.org.uk/About
Red Crescent and Red Cross - https://www.redcross.org.uk/about-us/how-we-are-run/theinternational-movement
Humanism and Charities - https://humanism.org.uk/humanism/humanism-today/humanistsdoing/good-causes-and-charities/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beatitudes

